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WCC Issues Second Appeal for Japan. Typhoon 


a 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has issued an appeal to its member churches 
for "substantial resources" to aid in the rehabilitation and reconstruction of 
damage left by Typhoon Vera in Japan. 


In a letter directed to the relief and rehabilitation officials of its 172 
member churches in over 50 countries the Council asks aid for the long-term "nore 
arduous task of rehabilitation" of victims of the disaster. 


The appeal is the second to be issued by the international organization to its 
constituency for aid to victims of the typhoon which hit the country on Septenber 
26, leaving Nagoya, its third largest city, almost conpletely devastated and in-— 
flicting damage on an estimated four-fifths of the country. 


At the same tine, it has been reported here, the East Asia Christian Conferance 
has issued a special appeal to its constituency to aid disaster victims. 


The earlier WCC appeal to provide immediate emergency aid resulted in cash siftts 
fron the churches totalling more than $50,000 and thousands of tons of food and 
bales of clothing sent into the country. 


Action on the second appeal came after members of the Administrative Connittee 
of the WCCta Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees heard an eye- 
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witness report of the disaster by the Rev, Alan A. Brash, secretary for Inter- 
Church Aid of the East Asia Christian Confereace. 


Mr. Brash, who visited Nagoya within a few days after the typhoon struck, 
reported that in that city alone early figures indicated an estimated 3,688 
persons killed, 1,814 missing, 13,149 injured and 1,390,000 homeless. 


He told the committee that "nearly a week after the typhoon struck, bodies 
were still being recovered from the flooded suburbs". 


Distribution of supplies sent by churches in other countries was organized 
through Japan Church World Service which went into "immediate operation" to pro- 
vide assistance, This included work camps manned by Christian students, medical 
service teams, distribution of anti-dysentery drugs, vitamin tablets and food 
supplies. 


Funds sent from abroad, he reported, were supplemented by gifts and supplies 
from Japanese churches in unaffected areas. 


Funds contributed by the churches thus far include $5,600 from. the United. 
Kingdom; $3,000 Netherlands; $4,500 Germany; $2,790 New Zealand; $1,200 
Australia; $5,000 Anglican Church of Canada; $5,000 United Church of Canada; 
$1,000 Burma; and $25,000 from Church World Service in the United States. 


In the new appeal for aid the World Council said that it had "decided to call 
the churches to provide substantial resources for the purpose of rehabilitation 
and reconstruction, so that from churches all round the world there may be a 
demonstration of solidarity with the churches and people of Japan in this time 
of great need. 


"Tt ig not usual for the Division to take this kind of action"; the dese: 
said, "but we believe that the special circumstances of this situation not only 
warrant the action, but are such that the churches will welcome the call for a 
Special effort and will be quick to make it". EPS, Geneva 


Pilgrins Pray for Unity 

(Lourdes, France) - More than 40,000 pilgrims gathered during the National Rosary 
Pilgrimage at the shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes, offered prayers for Christian 
unity and the Ecumenical Council announced by Pope John XXIII. 


Cardinal Richaud, Archbishop of Bordeaux, who occupied the throne at the 
altar during Pontifical Mass, high point of the Pilgrimage, told the congregation 
that the Ecumenical Council needs "great spiritual preparation". 


He said that Roman Catholics should not only pray for Christian unity but 
"must take a wide view and forget sectarian quarrels. Progress toward unity is 
a natural consequence of the work of the Church", he declared. 


The Ecumenical Council "should inspire Catholics to search their souls and 
survey their own religious behaviour", he stressed. EPS, Geneva 
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Korean Governnent Officials Praise Iissio 


——— ee 


(Seoul, Korea) - The work of Protestant missions in Korea has been hailed in a 
unique nationally publicized tribute in Seoul on the 75th anniversary of their 
establishment. 


Some 2,500 people crowded the city's Yongnak Presbyterian Church to hear high 
government officials express appreciation for nissions work and their influence on 
Korean life. Included in the audience, as special guests, were the approxinately 
500 Protestant missionaries now working in the country. 


The Minister of Home Affairs, In Kyu Choi, in a major speech paid tribute to 


the Protestant church as "one of the strong bulwarks of our republic, The influence 


of the Christian faith", he declared, "has penetrated every phase of Korean life 
and culture. 


"In the field of social health and welfare, from the very beginning Christian 
Missionaries have stood in the forefront of our country's continuing battle against 
disease and death." 


"Today we honour those who do not seek honours. We shall never forget the 
sacrificial labour of these pioneers, whose names have become a part of our own 
history", he said. 


The minister also praised Korea's Protestant colleges for bringing modern 
educational methods and standards to Korea and noted that of the 33 signers of the 


Korean Declaration of Independence in 1919, 15 were Protestant Christians. 
EPS, Geneva 


er Maori Footballers, 


(Christchurch, New Zealand) - Church leaders of all denominations have protested 
vigorously against a decision of the New Zealand Rugby Union to exclude Maori 
players from a national team to tour South Africa in 1960. The Maori are the 
indigenous people of New Zealand. 


A petition being circulated throughout local citizens! committees calls for 
reversal of the decision. Endorsed by national leaders of nine churches and the 
general secretary of the National Council of Churches, the petition will be used 
in asproaches to members of parliament. 


The National Council of Citizens! Committees making the protest is also con- 
sidering an approach to leaders of New Zealand's political parties asking then 
"to declare that the exclusion of Maoris from the team does not represent the view 
of the nation and to reaffirm that the government and people of New Zealand stand 


for racial equality". 


Backers of the protest among the church leaders include the Roman Catholic 
Metropolitan of New Zealand, and officials of the Presbyterian, Methodist, Con- 
gregational, Baptist, Greek Orthodox and Anglican churches ond of the Churches of 
Christ and the Society of Friends. 


Maori players have been prominent members of touring teams from New Zealand 
sent to other countries, The decision to exclude them from the group going to 


South Africa has been attacked as an acceptance of South Africa's segregation in 


Sporting events. BPS, Geneva 
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(Geneva) - Announcenent of the "almost virtual ending" of availability of US 
government surplus milk supplies for distribution by relief agencies to overseas 
needy has brought an immediate appeal from the World Council of Churches to "milk 
producing countries" to help fill the need, 


The cuts, announced last week in Washington, D.C., will result in a slash of 
about one-third of the total overseas surplus food distribution shipments of Church 
World Service, international relief and rehabilitation wing of the National Council 
of Churches. 


The cuts were made because of the exhaustion of commodities whieh have been 
made available since 1954 through a special governnent programme. 


Last year Church World Service sent approximately one hundred million pounds 
of milk abroad, Approximately 40,000,000 pounds are sought to fill CWS conmmit— 
ments for distribution to 7,200,000 persons in 22 countries through June 1960, and. 
facilitate “more gradual phase out" of the programme. 


The appeal for new sources to fill the gap was issued here by the Administra- 
tive Committee of the WCC's Division of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
following a receipt of a cable from CWS headquarters in New York. 


Dr. Norris Wilson, New York, CWS director, in Geneva to attend a dommittee 
meeting, said he was "shocked and ashamed" by the impression the announcement 
created in the international community. He said neither CWS nor any of the other 
church or secular relief agencies involved in the programme, as far as he knew, 
had given any advance warning and that the "suddenness of this action is totally 
mmjuspacied", 


He said that if sufficient supplies cannot be made available from other coun— 
tries the churches will arrange to purchase some supplies of milk so that the 
programme will not be cut off completely. EPS, Geneva 


New Lutheran Church Plans Ecumenical Action 


(Chicago) ~ An article providing for participation in ecumenical Christian activi- 
ties as a continuing programme has been written into the constitution of the new 
lutheran Church in process of formation by four US church bodies. 


The statement, contained in an article setting forth the "objects and powers" 
of the proposed church, was approved at a meeting in Chicago by the Joint Com- 
mission on Iutheran Unity of the United Lutheran Church in America, Augustana 
Iutheran Church, Suomi Synod and the American Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


The article states; "This church lives to be the instrument of the Holy 
Spirit in obedience to the commission of its Lord." Specifically, it adds in a 
six-point sub-section, that it will "participate in ecumenical Christian activities, 
contributing its witness and work and cooperating with other churches which confess 
God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost". 


Further, it states, the new church will "strive for the unification of all 
Iutherans within its bounlaries in one church and take constructive measures leading 
thereto". 
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‘ The governing documents for the new 3,000,000-menmber church, which will be 
the largest Imutheran church in the US, are expected to be ready for consideration 
early in 1960 by the four bodies that launched the merger negotiations three years 
ag0. If these docunents are approved by then, the new church's constituting 
convention is planned for 1962, (See also EPS No. 22) EPS, Geneva 


African Churches Seen Losing Ground 


a ee 


(Dallas, Texas) — A warning that Christianity is still losing ground in Southwest 
Africa, despite the apparent success of Protestant missionary activity, has been 
sounded here, 


Dr. Robert G, Nelson, of Indianapolis, Ind., missions executive of the Inter- 
national Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), told a meeting 
here that the work is failing to keep pace with "the growing potential". 


While all Protestant groups are growing very rapidly in the regions south of 
the Sahara, he said, "Protestant churches are not tooled up with sufficient 
finances and personnel to mect the challenges of rapid social change". Further, 
he said, they have used out-dated missionary approaches and have failed to take 
into account the problems posed by increases in population. 


Dr, Nelson, who has spent 11 of the past 45 months touring missions in Africa, 
Suggested that the only way Christianity can reach the African masses is through 
their leaders, "T know that this concept is in conflict with the view of many 
church leaders", he said, "but in the present political atmosphere we will have to 
move more rapidly if we are to scize the opportunities to give guidance”. 

EPS, Geneva 


New Constitution for Hungarian Reforned Church 


ae ee 


(Budapest) ~ A new constitution which will take into account "the changes in the 
social order" is being prepared for the Hungarian Reformed Church, 


Five special commissions have been at work since last April on the new docu- 
nent, Bishop Elener GydSry told a recent necting here. 


‘ He said the new constitution is necessary because "the church is no longer a 
national church in a capitalist environment, Its task now" he declared, "is to 
give service in a state where socialisn is being established." He said that 
leaders of the Reformed Church have "repeatedly stated" that they recognize. the 
need for a new constitution. 


ie te anne ey 


A draft of the document is expected to be submitted to the church bodies con- 
cerned for ratification before final action is taken. EPS, Geneva — 
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YWCAs Ask Nuclear Tests Ban 


(Cuernavaca, Mexico) - The policy-making council of the World YWCA has concluded 
its quadrennial meeting here by calling upon member national associations to work 
for "enforceable permanent agreements" on the suspension of nuclear testing by all 
nations. 


The 250 delegates also urged "continued development of the peaceful uses of 
atomic energy under the best possible safoguards against the dangers involved, so 
that the resources given by God may be made available for the well-being of mankind", 
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In other action the council which has headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, 
also: 


Voted into affiliation new YWCAs in British Honduras, and Nevis, St. Kitts, 
and St. Vincent in the Carribean area} 


Voted to integrate into the World YWCA the Anjes de la Jeune Fille, an organi- 
zation providing hostel and other services for young women in Western Europe} 


Re-elected as president for a second four year term the Hon. Isabel G, Catto, 
of London, and as treasurer Mme. Edouard Pictet, of Geneva. 


During the 16-day mecting delegates also made plans for a new study of women's 
education, called upon national and international organizations to make refugee 
relief “a priority" and urged them to take action in the field of technical 
assistance in economic and social development in areas of rapid social change. 

(See EPS No. 40) EPS, Geneva 


State Authority Issue Stirs German Controversy. 


ee Se ee 


(Berlin) - A controversy by two of Germany's most prominent church leaders over 
the allegiance owed by the individual to the state is creating discussion in 
German church circles. 


Involved are Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin-Brandenburg and Bishop Hanns 
lilje, of Hannover. 


The debate was started by references in a recent publication by Bishop 
Dibelius entitled "The Authorities" and dedicated to Bishop Lilje. In the publi- . 
cation Bishop Dibelius said in his view the passage in Chapter 13 of the Epistle 
to the Romans dealing with authority cannot be applied without reservation to the 
totalitarian state. He defended his view with the interpretation that to St. 

Paul the criterion.of authority is justice and righteousness, which do not forn 
the basis of a totalitarian state. 


The first verse of Chapter 13 reads: "Let every soul be in subjection to the 
higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be aréuwordainéd of 
God"! 


Bishop Lilje in a recent issue of the "Hamburger Sonntagsblatt" took issue 
with the interpretation. He wrote: "Even a'totalitarian state is destined by 
God to fulfil the task of all governments, namely to maintain human life. 


"Tt is responsible for ensuring that the people have an adequate food supply, 
for maintaining security on the roads and other things. A state which does not 
fulfil these duties is bound to disintegrate. Even through a totalitarian state 
God is exercising his rule over the world. — 


"By resnecting the state," he continued, "Christians remind it of the dignity 
originally conferred upon it by God, even if it has completely forgotten, or even 
denied, that dignity. Of course the Christian Church must not worship the state 
as in Byzantine tines, or adopt a subaltern attitude, but it must remind the state 


of God's law." 


Bishop Dibelius later amplified his views in a letter to Bishop Lilje in 
which he said that he considered the Hast German traffic laws illegal and would 
rather pay a fine for speeding than obey slow-down signals there. 
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"On neoting such a sign on the. autobahn of the (Bast) ,German Democratic 
Republic", he wrote, "one is apt to see a Soviet car go by at top-speed, followed 
by a Soviet-zone state car. They may go at top speed and I may not because I 
am not an official of the party". 


The bishop said that slow-downs on the autobahn were caused either by the 
construction of roads to by-pass West Berlin "and thus serve to starve it into 
submission" or the Communists! inability to finish a bridge across the Elbe River 
fifteen years after the end of World War II, 


This latter failure, he said, “occurred not because of the lack of money or 
material, but because the money and material are being spent to train battalions 
of women in strect fighting deemed necessary for the future occupation of West 
Berlin". 


He added that he pons tiered it "blaspheny to regard the rulers of a totali- 
tarian state as powers" in the biblical sense. 


Bishop Dibelius! interpretation has also been challenged by certain leaders 
of his own regional church, which includes portions in both Berlin in the West 
Zone and of Hast Germany, Many were reported "shocked" by it and expressed fear 
that the East German authorities will take advantage of it to increase the diffi- 
culties of the churches. However, in a letter sent to all pastors of the Berlin- 
Brandenburg church in which they disassociated themselves from the position, they 
emphasized that the controversy "does not imply any personal breach" with Bishop 
Dibelius,. 


Bishop Dibelius, 75, is head of the Berlin-—Brandenburg Church and chairman of 
the Evangelical Church in Gernany.  ~ A resident of West Berlin, he is prohibited 
fron entering the East German parts of his diocese, but is allowed to travel by 
the autobahn which links Berlin and ‘Jest Gernany. EPS, Geneva 


Vatican Defers Mectings with Orthodox 

(Rone) - A mecting proposed for next year in Venice between Ronan Catholic and 
Ortliodox theologians has been "indefinitely postponed" by decisions taken within 
the Vatican, 


The secretariat of the Congregation of Oriental Churches told reporters that 
the postponerient was due to "complications" 


According to Reutewsreports the main reason given unofficially in Rome for the 
postponement was "the false hopes placed in the meeting, which were surrounded with 


Goo much publicity” 


First woxmd of the meeting was made public after an unscheduled necting be- 
tween Ronan Catholic and Orthodox participants at meetings of the World Council of 
Churches Central Committee on the Island of Rhodes last August. 


On September 3 the Vatican Radio reported that the meeting would be held at 
Venice (see EPS No. 36). 


Renarking that "a mecting between Catholic and Protestant theologians sche- 
duled at Assisi had already had to be postponed for the same reasons", the Reuters 
report says that "in the opinion of specialists, progress made toward putting an 
end to division between the Eastern and Western churches going back 900 years has 
aroused too much speculation in the press”. BPS, Geneva 
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The Rev. Jose Nunez, a Baptist pastor, has been sentenced to two months in 
prison and a fine of 1,000 pesetas (about $17) for breaking police seals on his 
chapel and re-entering the building (see EPS No. 40). According to Reuters the 
Sentence will not be cafried out because of a Spanish amnesty proclaimed last 


year when Pope John AxtII became Pope. 


President-general A, Harold Wood, of the Australian Methodist Church has 
asked eet sae to pray for the day when Presbyterians, Congregationalists and 
liethodists "shall be one in the service of Christ". The Methodist General 
Conference is expected to follow the Presbyterian General Assembly and the Con- 
eregational Union's biennial meeting in considering a proposal for merger of the 


three churches. 
x % 


The Ecumenical Council of Finland in Helsinki has announced it will appoint 
a special Ecunenical Music Commission to further ecumenical work in the realm 
of church music. The council has also reported it will propose to member chur- 
ches that a special offering be made in the parishes during the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity to underwrite expenses of the purchase of Finnish paper for 
the preparatory booklets for the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
to be held in New Delhi, India, in late 1961. 


Zar AS 


The Finnish Ilissionary Society has announced it will undertake work in West 
Pakistan in cooperation with the Danish Pathan Mission. The society, the oldest 
and largest of the missionary boards of the lutheran Church of Finland, celebrates 


its centenary this year, : 
* ¥ 


Headquarters of Heifer Project, Inc., interdenominational US church-sponsored 
relief programe, will be moved from New Windsor, Maryland, to Upper oe 
Pennsylvania. The nove is being made because of "operational advantages” 
according to an announcement. It said the new location is near good travel 
facilities and will enable the project to establish better communications with 
the agencies which support the work. Heifer Project, established in 1944 under 
the aegis of the Church of the Brethren, sends heifers and other livestock to 
needy farmers overseas. 

x % 


An ecumenical institute is to be founded in Skalholt, Iceland, where the 
Church of Iceland celebrated its ninth centenary three years ago, and where a 
new cathedral is under construction. The institute will serve as a link be- 
tweon the Church of Iceland and sister churches in Scandinavia and will be close- 
ly related to the Ecumenical Institute in Sigtuna, Sweden. 


oH) ey 


A "Year of Jubilee" will. be observed in 1960-61 following formation of the 
new 2,200,000—nenber Anerican Lutheran Church scheduled to hold its constituting 
Rehan next April 22-24, With the theme "On the Way Rejoicing" the year 
will be devoted to prayer, Bible study and evangelism in the new church's 5,000 
congregations. A special $2,000,000 offering for projects including nissions, 
theological education and general charities will be sought during the year, The 
merger will unite the Evangelical, American lutheran and United Evangelical 


Lutheran Churches. 
% % 
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The Institute for the Study of Confessions, Bensheim, Germany, has published 
a 490-page volume entitled "Mixed Marriages — Handbook of Spinitual Care". The 
volume contains advice on mixed-marriage problems by eninent Protestant authori- 
ties and includes a summary of secular and Roman Catholic marriage law, and a 
survey of the Roman Catholic position on mixed marriages. 


x * 


Closer cooperation between agencies concerned with the welfare of scanen 
and their families was urged at the third international conference of the Inland 
Seanen's Mission held recently at Homberg, Gernany. Attending were 70 repre- 
sentatives of Protestant organizations in the Netherlands, Belgium, France, 
Switzerland and Germany. 


ams 


An Institute of Orthodox Theology will be cstablished in connection with the 
Theological Faculty of the University of Helsinki, Finland. Announcement of 
the Institute has becn nade by Professor A.T. Nikolainen, Dean of the Faculty. 


aK: 


Growing pressure by clergy and other community leaders for repeal or amend— 
nent of South Africa's “Inmorality Act", which prohibits marriage and cohabitation 
across the colour line, is reported in Johannesburg. Opponents of the act have 
enphasized that niscegenation cannot be stopped by law and the problem is better 
handled through education. The act has also been widely denounced on the score 
that it opens up wide possibilities of blackmail, since the stigma of being 
charged with its violation, even though innocent, is considered enough to ruin 
the average man, particularly if he holds a prominent position in the white 
community. 

* % 


The Rev, Edward R. Wickham, Sheffield, England, has been nominated as 
Bishop Suffragan of Middleton within the Diocese of Manchester. Bishop-elect 
Wickham is now Canon Residentiary of Sheffield Cathedral and Diocesan Missioner 
in Sheffield.. He has worked in industrial missions for the past fifteen years 
and is regarded as a pioneer in the field. Many clergymen who are now indus- 
trial chaplains were trained under hin, He is the author of "Church and People 
in An Industrial City". 

% x 


The Rev. Andrew D. Kayira, nominated by the Governor of Nyasaland to the Nyasa— 
land Legislative Council, has resigned his seat following the burning of his 

hone at Karonga, Northern Province, two days after his appointment. Mr, Kayira 
was one of four Africans appointed to give the Africans a nominal majority in 

the Legislative Council, He is the minister in charge of the Presbyterian 

Church of Central Africa at Karonga, the scene of some of the most violent rioting 
in disturbances earlier this year. No one was injured when the house was burned 
and most of the property was saved, a report said. EPS, Geneva 
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varistions Ungod to Build Bridges Between Races 
(Capetown) - Christian youth in Africa have been challenged to nake real the 
"deeper unity" between Christians despite racial and social barriers. 


Dr. Jac J. Muller, South African Dutch Reforned professor, told a summer 
confcrence of 800 students and teachers that "at a tine when racial questions 
and segregation are the prevailing topics of the day, it is incumbent upon 
Christians to act as bridges between the races", 


"In fact", he declared, "they should be the bridge which brings people 
together, binds them together and holds then together in spirit even though 
they are separated in political and social life." 


"Christians nust never adopt the attitude of apartheid (racial segregation) 
said Professor Iuller. "In spiritual life we have to do with the new man in 
Christ and in this new life there is no segregation - nothing but unity and 
fellowship of all Christians in their Lord. Christ is one, and the Kingdon 
of God is one and indivisible. There is not one Christ for white people and 
another Christ for non-white people. Heaven igs not divided into separate 
parts for the different races. 


"In relation to Christ differences of birth and nationality are neaningless 
and so are differences of class or cultural levels," he continued, NT hie 
far fron implying a ‘levelling down!'. Even when people become Christians, 
the existing 'divinely-appointed differences! still remain in the natural order 
and in human life, 


"But a deeper unity becomes a»vparent, like the different fingers of the 
sane hand, despite the differences between then, Christians find their unity in 
Christ and the new life which he gives." 


Professor Muller was addressing a conference of the Student Christian 
Movenent at Winkeclspruit, near here, His audience included Europeans, Bantus, 
Indians, Chinese and others. EPS, Geneva 


